To:  Elliott,  Dan[delliott@ap.org] 

Cc:  Grantham,  Nancy[Grantham. Nancy@epa.gov] 

From:  StCiair,  Christie 

Sent:  Thur  11/12/2015  8:17:56  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Request  for  comment  for  an  AP  story 


Dan,  please  attribute  to  an  agency  spokeswoman: 


While  the  EPA  Inspector  General(IG)  received  the  letter  from  CO  DNR  Executive  Director 
King  on  September  2,  2015,  because  the  IG  is  an  independent  entity  within  EPA,  others  at  the 
agency  did  not  receive  the  letter  until  November  10,  2015.  It  was  shared  with  the  media  at  that 
time  in  response  to  a CO  open  records  law  request,  and  subsequently  shared  by  CO  DNR  with 
others  at  EPA. 


We  continue  to  have  a productive  working  relationship  with  the  state  of  Colorado  and  will 
review  the  matters  outlined  in  their  letter. 


Thanks, 

Christie 


Christie  St.  Clair 

Office  of  Public  Affairs 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Washington,  DC 
o:  202-564-2880 
m:  202-768-5780 

From:  Elliott,  Dan  [mailto:delliott@ap.org] 
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Sent:  Thursday,  November  12,  2015  2:32  PM 
To:  StClair,  Christie  <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject:  RE:  Request  for  comment  for  an  AP  story 


Christie: 


OK,  I can  make  that  work.  Thanks. 


Dan 


Mi® 


ASSOCIATED  PRESS 


Dan  Elliott 

303-825-0123  (Office) 

720-984-5944  (Mobile) 

delliott@ap.orQ 

@DanElliottAP 


1120  Lincoln  St. 
Suite  901 

Denver,  CO  80203 


From:  StClair,  Christie  f mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.aov1 
Sent:  Thursday,  November  12,  2015  10:31  AM 
To:  Elliott,  Dan 

Subject:  Re:  Request  for  comment  for  an  AP  story 


We  need  until  3pm. 
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Christie  St.  Clair 


Office  of  Public  Affairs 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
o:  202-564-2880 
m:  202-768-5780 

On  Nov  12,  2015,  at  9:22  AM,  "Elliott,  Dan"  <delliott@,ap.org>  wrote: 
Christie: 


How  much  time  do  you  think  you  need?  This  is  a breaking  story;  we  just  got  the  documents 
late  Tuesday,  before  the  holiday,  and  there's  some  urgency  to  get  a thorough  report  on  the 
wire  this  afternoon. 


Dan 


Sent  from  my  Verizon  Wireless  4G  LTE  smartphone 


Original  message 

From:  "StClair,  Christie"  <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Date:  11/12/2015  6:52  AM  (GMT-07:00) 

To:  "Elliott,  Dan"  <delliott@,ap.org> 

Cc:  "Grantham,  Nancy"  <Grantham.Nancv@,epa. gov> 
Subject:  Re:  Request  for  comment  for  an  AP  story 

Hi  Dan, 


Thanks  for  reaching  out. 
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That's  not  a lot  of  turnaround  time,  especially  for  questions  this  substantive.  Can  you  give 
us  some  additional  time  to  pull  our  response  together  for  you? 

Christie 

Christie  St.  Clair 

Office  of  Public  Affairs 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
o:  202-564-2880 
m:  202-768-5780 

On  Nov  11,  2015,  at  6:37  PM,  "Elliott,  Dan"  <delliott@ap.org>  wrote; 

Christie,  Laura: 


The  Colorado  Department  of  Natural  Resources  has  taken  issue  with  several  parts  of 
the  EPA's  Aug.  24  report,  "EPA  Internal  Review  of  the  August  5,  2015  Gold  King 
Mine  Blowout,"  as  well  as  at  least  one  statement  in  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation's 
October  report,  "Technical  Evaluation  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  Incident."  I'd  like  the 
EPA's  responses  to  the  following  points,  all  of  which  raise  contradictions  between  the 
state's  account  and  the  reports  by  EPA  and  Reclamation: 


1 . In  a Sept.  2 letter  to  Daniel  Hawthorne  of  the  EPA  in  Denver,  which  I obtained 
through  a Colorado  Open  Records  Act  request,  Colorado  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  Executive  Director  Mike  King  said  personnel  from  the  Division  of 
Reclamation,  Mining  and  Safety  did  not  "approve  or  disapprove  any  of  the  work  EPA 
was  conducting  there."  This  contradicts  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  report,  which  says 
on  Page  52,  "DRMS  again  discussed  the  plan  to  reopen  the  adit  with  the  EPA  OSC  and 
were  in  agreement  to  proceed."  A spokesman  for  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources, 
Todd  Hartman,  said  in  an  email  to  me  that  the  statement  in  the  Reclamation  report  is 
incorrect. 
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2.  The  EPA  internal  review  states  on  Page  6 that  that  two  DRMS  experts  "supported 
the  removal  investigation  at  the  Adit  and  were  present  at  the  site  during  the  operations 
on  August  4 and  5."  King's  letter  contradicts  this,  saying  "DRMS  was  acting  as  a 
consultant  on  the  Red  and  Bonita  mine  only  and  was  not  involved  with  directing  work 
at  the  Gold  King.  DRMS  personnel  were  observers  only  with  respect  to  the  August  5 
event  and  were  not  present  at  the  time  of  the  release." 


3.  The  EPA  internal  review  states  on  Page  6 that  "...  a determination  of  no  or  low  mine 
water  pressurization  was  made  by  experienced  professionals  from  EPA  and  the 
DRMS."  King's  letter  also  contradicts  this,  saying,  "DRMS  did  not  make  any 
determination  of  mine  water  pressure  at  the  Gold  King  Mine." 


4.  The  EPA  internal  review  states  on  Page  6,  "The  Animas  River  Stakeholders  Group 
(ARSG)  had  been  given  a presentation  by  [redacted],  EPA's  On-Scene  Coordinator 
(OSC)  and  with  DRMS,  as  documented  in  the  May  ARSG  Meeting  Summary."  King's 
letter  states,  "Allen  Sorenson's  presentation  at  the  May  27,  2015  meeting  of  the 
Animas  River  Stakeholders  Group  was  on  the  Red  and  Bonita  bulkhead  design  only." 
Allen  Sorenson  was  the  DRMS  offieial  referred  to  in  the  EPA  internal  review. 


My  deadline  to  submit  my  story  to  my  editors  is  noon  MT  (2  p.m.  ET)  Thursday,  so  I 
would  appreciate  getting  your  responses  before  then. 

Thanks. 


Dan 
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Dan  Elliott 

303-825-0123  (Office) 

720-984-5944  (Mobile) 

delli  ott@,  ap . or  g<m  ai  1 to : delliott@ap  .org> 

@DanElliottAP 

1120  Lincoln  St. 

Suite  901 

Denver,  CO  80203 
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The  information  contained  in  this  communication  is  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  designated  recipients  named  above.  If  the  reader  of  this 
communication  is  not  the  intended  recipient,  you  are  hereby  notified 
that  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  and  that  any  review, 
dissemination,  distribution  or  copying  of  this  communication  is  strictly 
prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please 
notify  The  Associated  Press  immediately  by  telephone  at  +1-212-621-1898 
and  delete  this  email.  Thank  you. 
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This  message  contained  an  attachment  which  the  administrator  has  caused 
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